
The 23rd Sunday in Ord. Time  --  Sept. 5-6, 2020      

“Anything goes.” In today’s society, it might seem that 

this is sometimes true.  Being critical of others is not 

popular.  In the name of “political correctness” we 

might feel that everyone should be allowed to live as 

he or she seems fit, regardless of our traditional rules 

and regulations.   

However, in today’s Gospel, we have Jesus suggesting 

something else.  Apparently, not every way of living is 

acceptable for faithful Christians and followers of 

Jesus. We have a demonstration today of what we 

might say is the gospel “drawing the line.”  Jesus tells 

us that if one sins  and remains within the community, 

he or she must be confronted, and after due process, if 

they refuse to listen, then excommunication is the next 

step, but always with respect for their dignity and the 

goal of drawing them back into community.   

Our lives and our world are much in need of peace and 

healing.  We are called to be peacmakers and 

reconcilers.  How often do we see ourselves in that 

role?  In today’s first reading, God gives the prophet 

Ezekiel the role of watchman over the house of Israel 

with quite a frightening warning about his 

responsibility to speak God’s truth to the people about 

spiritual dangers as well as others.  Jesus has the same 

concern for his community of followers and puts us in 

charge of straightening things out when there are 

conflicts and disagreements that come up within the 

church community.   We can find it also in the 

Catechism of the Church (section  #1829) that not only 

are we to care for our brothers and sisters physically, 

we are to look after them spiritually, always being 

prepared to receive correction from others with the 

same goodwill that we offer it to them. 

Jesus teaches us that before we go correcting other 

people, we should look  to ourselves first.    --- There is 

the story of a mother in India whose son had an almost 

addictive desire for sweet foods and she brought him a 

long way to speak to the well-known Mahatma Gandhi 

so he could convince him not to eat so many sweets. 

After hearing her concern,  Gandhi told her to bring 

her son back in two weeks.  When they returned two 



weeks later, Gandhi told the boy to stop eating so 

much sugar and the boy agreed.  The mother then 

asked Gandhi: “why did you not just say this to the boy 

two weeks ago and save me the hardship of traveling 

back here?”  Gandhi replied “Two weeks ago I ate too 

many sweets.  I needed to see if I could stop before I 

counseled the boy.”  Likewise, Jesus tells us that if we 

try to remove the speck from our brother or sister’s eye 

we first need to remove the beam from our own eye. 

(Mt. 7:3). 

Today’s Scriptures call us to self-examination, for we 

are both sinners in need of our own conversion and 

called to be “prophets” and reconcilers for one another. 

It is a delicate thing to remind someone that what they 

are doing is not right.  We have all had successful and 

rewarding moments when people have responded to 

our encouragement to make some change in the way 

that they are living.  We have also been told that what 

they are doing is none of our business.  Yet, we must 

try to do what Jesus has sent us to do as we remember 

God’s word to Ezekiel, that “if he does not speak to the 

wicked person about their wickedness, he will be held 

responsible for the consequences in their life.”  Some 

day we may have a lot to answer for because of the 

things we didn’t do or say. 

We have to keep in mind that belonging to a 

community of believers does not mean that we have 

found heaven on earth or a community of perfection.  

Instead we have a community of human beings  -- with 

faults, failings and even sin, and the church, and even 

individuals, has an obligation to act when faced with 

sinful actions and conflicts.   

One of the most difficult things about conflict, and 

especially about conflict  within  communities of faith, 

is that we have been conditioned to think of conflict 

itself as an evil.  If that is our central belief, we 

become conflict avoiders.  Unfortunately, buried 

conflict does not go away; it festers and eventually 

poisons relationships.  In today’s gospel Jesus does not 

tell us to avoid or cover up conflict, but instead to face 

it head-on.  Today, in the gospel, he gives his disciples, 

along with Peter, the authority to bind and loose. 



We can feel bitterness in our hearts over even the 

simplest correction from a spouse, friend or colleague.  

Yet, this is really an irrational response.  Why do we 

hate our fellow Christian for revealing to us a truth?  If 

we curse too often, drink too much, or gossip against 

our neighbor then we should view fraternal correction 

as a gift.  But we rarely do.  Like Adam and Eve, we 

evade the truth of our sinfulness, shifting the blame 

elsewhere.  Its not my fault. Its yours. Etc.  We are not 

always wrong to be wary of such corrections as some 

may take delight in lifting up our failings.   

Nevertheless, today’s gospel touches upon one of the 

seven spiritual works of mercy – namely, admonishing 

sinners.  This often has a negative connotation of 

judgment.  Jesus is very clear that we must not judge 

others.  There is a tremendous difference between 

Christian correction and rash judgement.  The 

Christian admonishment of sinner comes from love. As 

St. Paul says in today’s second reading: “Owe nothing 

to anyone, except to love one another.” Love motivates 

us to desire the holiness and good of others.  The goal 

is not to put them down but to help them grow.  As 

much as possible it is to be done privately between the 

individuals involved.  

 There is much to learned from the Lord about fraternal 

correction.  Look at any newspaper or social media.  

Correction, rather than private, has become a public 

spectacle.  There is no possibility of conversion or 

forgiveness.  The shaming must be public so that it is 

permanent and so that we can all celebrate our own 

righteousness over and against them.  When this 

approach to correction seeps into the Church as it has – 

we do great harm to the body of Christ.   ---  However 

in Jesus’ directions in today’s gospel, even when our 

correction falls on deaf ears and the church community 

has to excommunicate a person, the goal is eventual 

reconciliation.  Hopefully the excluded person, who is 

still treated with respect, will realize the value of being 

a community member in good standing and do what it 

takes to be reinstated in the community. 

Jesus has exceptionally high standards for unity in His 

Church so that the world will believe that the Father 



sent Jesus.  This may come as a surprise to us as for 

our experience may be that of denominational and 

factional disunity.  Yet Jesus never changes his 

standards.  He insists on his His Church reflecting the 

unity of the Trinity.  To prevent disunity and build 

unity through the working of the Holy Spirit we have 

been given the Sacrament of Reconciliation, the 

responsibility to correct our brothers and sisters in 

Christ, the charity and  discipline to keep our 

differences and conflicts private, the call to submit to 

the authority of the leaders of the church, the grace to 

unity our sufferings to Christ’s work of redemption. 

Often our words of wisdom or encouragement, even 

when offered in love, fall on deaf ears.  Jesus, in 

today’s gospel give us one more way to help our 

brother or sister who is straying from the right path – 

prayer for them.  “Amen, amen, he says, I say to you, 

if two of you agree on earth about anything for which 

to pray, it shall be granted to them by my heavenly 

Father.”  

A good summary of what we heard in today’s 

scriptures is that St. James’ ending to his epistle:  

“whoever brings back a sinner from the error of his or 

her way will save their soul from death and will cover 

a multitude of sins.” 

 

  

 

 


